December 30, 2010

Dear TAA-USA members, 

Thank you for your support in 2010, we had a good year in receiving the membership dues from our Chapters. With your support and votes, our team has the honor to continue serving you for two more years.

Because TAA-USA is a member of WFTA (World Federation of Taiwanese Associations, 世台會) and WTC (World Taiwanese Congress, 世大會), I’d attended their annual meetings of this year.

Members of our TAA-USA team had attended the TAA Summer Conferences in the East Coast, the South East, the South, and the Plains. The TAA-USA provided financial help and coordination of speakers for some conference when needed.  The enthusiasm for summer conference is still high, although it is not as high as it was twenty years ago.

 For the future of TAA-USA, your ideas and suggestions on how we can enrich our organizations are needed and appreciated.  Many of our members indicated that they don't like to drive for a long way or travel in the night to attend TAA activities.  I understand the concerns totally.  But, we can car pool and have fun with our friends and members while driving carefully to the meeting locations.  Another important subject is to promote the Taiwanese American Heritage in the mainstream of our society.   How do you successfully carry it out in your Chapter?  We would like to hear from you with your experience and suggestions.
During the 2010 Census, I wrote to Director of Census Bureau, Dr. Robert M. Groves, requesting Taiwanese Americans to be counted as a separate race. Mr. Enrique J. Lamas, Chief of Population Division, replied that -- Responses of "Taiwanese" to the question on race will be tabulated with the Chinese population counts in several standard Census 2010 data products. Additionally, there will be several standard data tables that tabulate the Taiwanese population count separately from the Chinese population count. Examples of Census 2000 tables that illustrate the approach that will be repeated for Census 2010 standard data products are listed below and enclosed.  He provided statistical examples that separated Taiwanese from Chinese such as Tables of QT-P10 Households and Families:2000 [Chinese alone], QT-P10 Households and Families:2000 [Chinese, except Taiwanese, alone], QT-P10 Households and Families:2000 [Taiwanese alone].

We were invited to join a Coalition of the National Museum of American People (including more than 135 ethnicities so far) and it is in the process of legislation in the Congress.

It is our wish that we will work together to make the Taiwanese American community stronger and better.  The TAA-USA team wants to wish you a prosperous and healthy 2011.
P.S. The change of Board Members takes place at this time of the year, please forward President’s contact information such as mailing address, emails, and phone numbers to taausa@gmail.com. 

Please mail your Chapter’s 2011 membership due ($2.00/member) to Dr. Ting-ing Okajima at 5017 Glenaire Dr. , Dublin, OH 43017 (phone number 614-761-1781). Thank you.

Chung Shih, President

TAA-USA
chungshih@mac.com
 (614) 459 3532 (H) Primary

 (913) 908 6218 (C) 
